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Aristotle – Nichomachean Ethics

The reading titled Nichomachean Ethics discussed the question “What is good?” It went through what seemed to be a discussion Aristotle was having in his mind about what Good is in every possible Form, along with how happiness fit into Goodness, ironically how Good things bring harmful results, and where the highest good ends, what is the overall last Good? Do fortunes of the living affect the dead? Lastly how psychological foundations of the virtues fit in with happiness and Good.  

These are heavy questions, which have so many angles that they are hard to decipher like Aristotle did. I don’t believe that I could have made the connections Aristotle made as quickly as he made them. I do wish he had covered how we define Good in art. As I see it there isn’t a true definition of Good in Art. Aristotle says that Good things bring happiness; in art, we consider the photograph of the little Vietnamese girl running naked down the middle of the street in terror Good art. This destroys Aristotle definition in the circumstances of art. Other happiness inferences is that the artist was happy after releasing their piece, I know a few artists who are absolutely amazing, and they dislike every piece that they release. Maybe it is what experts decide is good art and what is not. I dislike this statement because the famous painting by (Unknown) which is titled “Red, White, Purple,” is just three lines painted with those colors on a canvas is considered great art by art experts, which I think is ridiculous.  So, lastly I would like to add that the definition of Good is definitely decisive to its situation. I believe that it is also a personal decision. I believe that art is a perfect example, what is good in art is what is not decided by other people, like your peers, it is what you feel is good, what moved you, for better or for worst, but it is a decision that is personal. God gave each of us brains to decide what is good and what is not, it is not a decision for philosophers like Aristotle to decide for us what is true and what is false. Life is too important for your philosophic ideas to be told to you, they are something that you must experience and decide upon for yourself. 

